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Hattie McDaniel 
On February 29, 1940, when she took home the "Best Supporting 
Actress" statuette for her performance in Gone With the Wind, Hattie 
McDaniel (1895-1952) became the first African American to win an 
Academy Award. The portrait on this stamp shows McDaniel in the 
dress she wore on that occasion. 
McDaniel was born in Wichita, Kansas, and raised in Denver, 
Colorado, where she sang on local radio broadcasts. She began 
appearing in films after going to Hollywood in 1931, where one of her 
early movies was Judge Priest (1934), in which she sang a duet with 
Will Rogers. Some of her other films include Alice Adams (1935), 
Show Boat (1936), Saratoga (1937), In This Our Life (1942), and Since 
You Went Away (1944). 
From 1947 until 1952, McDaniel played the title role in The Beulah 
Show, broadcast on national radio. Demonstrating her popularity and 
power, McDaniel successfully negotiated the right to alter scripts of 



































AMERICAN COMMEMORATIVE PANELS 
Hattie McDaniel 
FOR HER PERFORMANCE as Mammy in the 
1939 film Gone With the Wind, actress Hattie 
McDaniel became the first African American to 
win an Academy Award. 
McDaniel was born in Wichita, Kansas, on 
June 10, 1895, and raised in Denver, Colorado, 
where she sang on the radio as early as 1925. 
She also wrote and recorded several songs of 
her own. 
In 1931, McDaniel arrived in Hollywood, 
where she soon began working in the film 
industry. She is typically credited with appearing 
in more than 90 films, but by some estimates 
she is believed to have appeared in as many 
as 300, including a number in which she played 
uncredited roles as a maid, a chorus singer, 
and an extra. She worked with many of the 
brightest stars of her era, including Clark Gable 
and Jean Harlow, with whom she appeared in 
Saratoga (1937); she gave a comic performance 
in Alice Adams (1935) with Katharine Hepburn. 
Some of her other films included Show Boat 
(1936), In This Our Life (1942), which was 
praised for the depth and humanity of its black 
characters, and Since You Went Away (1944). 
From 1947 until 1952, McDaniel played the 
title role in a national radio program, The 
Beulah Show, the first radio show to feature a 
black star. Although McDaniel played a maid, 
she insisted that her character would not 
speak in dialect, and she successfully negotiated 
the right to alter scripts that did not meet her 
approval. 
Hattie McDaniel died of breast cancer at the 
age of 57 on October 26, 1952. 
background: Courtesy Special Collections, University of Southern California; left: Photograph courtesy Photofest used with permission of Warner Bros. GONE WITH THE WIND and all related characters and 
elements are trademarks of and© Turner Entertainment Co.; center: Courtesy of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences; right: Courtesy New York Public Library 
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he U.S. Postal Service honors 
Hattie McDaniel, movie actress, 
singer, and radio and television 
personality with the 29th stamp in its popu-
lar Black Heritage commemorative stamp 
series . 
The stamp features a portrait of McDaniel 
by Tim O'Brien of Brooklyn, New York. 
Based on a 1941 photograph, the portrait 
shows McDaniel in the dress she wore 
on February 29, 1940, when she won 
an Academy Award for Best Supporting 
Actress. 
Born June 10, 1895, in Wichita, Kansas, 
and ra ised in Denver, Colorado, Hattie 
McDaniel showed signs of her talent at an 
early age; she dropped out of school as 
a teenager lo tour with vaudeville com-
panies, traveling musical ensembles, and 
minstrel shows, including one run by her 
father. She sang on Denver radio as early 
as 1925, and she also wrote and record-
ed several of her own songs. McDaniel 
arrived in Hollywood in 1931 and soon 
began to appear in films. She is usually 
credited with appearing in more than 90 
films, but is bel ieved to have appeared 
in as many as 300, including uncredited 
roles as extras, maids and chorus singers . 
McDaniel is best known for her role as 
Mammy in the 1939 film Gone with the 
Wind, for which she won the Academy 
Award - the first African American to 
receive this honor. 
McDaniel was often criticized for play-
ing maids and other stereotypical roles, 
which prompted her to work behind the 
scenes to battle racism and discrimination. 
She is remembered for saying, "I'd rather 
play a maid than be one," and is credited 
with challenging any idea of subservience 
through her interpretative performances. 
Encountering racism in Hollywood, she 
and several other black actors worked to 
change the film industry during the l 940's. 
Many remember her for her jovial person-
ality, her outspoken and spunky nature, 
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